Unwilling to create sudden alarm, and anxious to watch the progress of the case for a few days, after hinting at the probable resource to which we might finally be driven, I directed some aperient medicine, and the topical application of a cold lotion. This plan was followed for two or three days, during which time no improvement was manifested. I now expressed my conviction of the necessity for operation, and the consequences attendant on refusing to submit to it, expressing at the same time my readiness to avail myself of the benefits accruing from a consultation. To the latter proposition he immediately acceded; and

